IN THE HIGH COURT OF SIERRA LEONE
HOLDEN AT FREETOWN

THE STATE

AHMED M. BANGURA

JUDGMERT DELIVERED ON THE 19TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020.
J. E.N EAINWO FOR THE ACC.
AE MANLY SPAINE FOR THE ACCUSED.

The accused Ahmed Bangura is charged with the offence of abuse of office Cc;lltl‘al'y
to Section 42 (1) of the Anti-Corruption Act No. 12 of 2008. The particulars of offence
states that Ahmed Bangura of No. 18 Peter Lane, Freetown in the Western Area of
the Republic of Sierra Leone being a council surveyor employed by the Freetown
City Council on a site unknown between Friday the 1st day of January, 2010 and
Friday the 31st December, 2010 in Freetown in the Western Area of the Republic of
Sierra Leone abused his office of c‘ouncil surveyor to wit:-Improperly conferred an

advantage on Mr. Abu Bakarr Conteh by preparing a site plan in favour of the said

Abu Bakarr Conteh in respect of a lease of property situate at Thompson Bay Off



instead of Judge angd Jury, The accused pleaded “not guilty” to a one count charge

of abuse of office contrary to Section 42 (1) of the AntihCorruption Act No. 12 of

2008.

THE APPLI CABLE LAw
= ABLE LAW

Act means an officer or a member of g public body ang Section I(b) of the Act of

2008 defines “public body” to include Freetown City Counci] Or any other City

Council.

It is a requirement that () the accused should be g public officer (ii) the accused

should use hig office improperly (iii) the accused person used his office improperly

states “these cases establish that the offence may take many forms angd may involve
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From the entire evidence adduced in this court, I fail to sece how the accused could
confer an advantage to himself. It is clear from the testimony of PW 2 that the
preparation of a plan alone by the council surveyor (the accused) is not the end of
the process, the process ends with the preparation of the lease by the City Solicitor
and same executed by the Mayor. Exhibit M-Q were all received by the Chief

Administrator’s office requesting the lease of council land at Thompson Bay.

The processes and procedures involving the signing of a lease is very much
cumbersome from the evidence of the Chief Administrator. The Accused’s immediate

supervisor was Eric Forster. There is uncontroverted evidence that;

It is not the accused who approved the plan. The plan in question of Abu Bakarr
was approved not by the accused. The accused is only responsible for the
preparation of the Plan. As both Judge and Jury and from the entire evidence
adduced by the Prosecution, I am unable to find any evidence of the Accused
conferring am advantage on Mr. Abu Bakarr Conteh. The Prosecution has failed to
prove the guilt of the Accused beyond reasonable doubt. Abu Bakarr Conteh did not

give evidence in this matter.

In the light of the foregoing, I shall return a verdict of “Not Guilty” on the count

charged.

The Accused is Acquitted and Discharged accordingly.
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